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A Conversation with 5 Car Garage’s Emma Gray
by Jonathan Velardi

“It does exactly what it says on the tin” is a common British idiomatic phrase. At
first glance, perhaps a fitting colloquialism for London-transplant Emma Gray’s
eponymous appointment-only art space in Santa Monica. 5. Car Garage - a
renovated multi-car garage at Gray’s private home - was one of the first galleries
1 visited as I began my investigation of the Los Angeles contemporary art scene a
few years ago. The idiom however stops at the roll-up doors that run along the
breadth of the building. Inside, the gallery falls somewhere between domestic art
space and the quintessential anarchic spirit of the suburban garage, so rooted in
the American psyche of subgenre music. For the former Arts Editor, her
conviction is more than just foregoing a prime asset in the land of four-wheel

dependency; it is above all defiance against conventional gallery ideology.

I met with Gray ahead of 5 Car Garage’s reopening this week after a hiatus of
remodelling last year. The space will introduce its new impetus for audiences
seeking an alternative art viewing experience in the city and will inaugurate with
a group exhibition of 10 artists based in Los Angeles and New York City.
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JONATHAN VELARDI: What led to 5 Car Garage’s recent

metamorphosis?

EMMA GRAY: Over the last two years I've figured out what works and what
doesn’t work. Before construction began I asked myself, ‘what am I doing
compared to everyone else?’ Yes the gallery is domestic, but on a broader view
I'm so sick of everything having to be market-based. I often feel so overwhelmed
by the rate it's exploded in such a short time. I see the new 5 Car Garage as more
of an oasis now - somewhere that’s about contemplation and that isn’t part of

everything else going on in L.A. This evolution was about distancing myself from



thee comsmnereial galleny mediel. 10s mot aboul sealisg dowm by any means. | want
I programming o Banve more inbent and 1o be exporienoed by visstors whao
wanl to engage with the work and oar events programme. The timing was nght
i initzale the gallery™s nesw impetus, fo support the S artsts that T'm takisg o
Hhiis year and bo inchede my indenests bevond a conbemporany s confext.

VELARDI: How does the insugaral exhibithon, SIREN relate to your
inlemticns for the new space?

GRAY: | now have the opporiunity fo o rodece two very differend styles of
programming with the downelairs amd egrtan spane. | wast STREN 1o & len
Hhiiregs: ak onoe: | wand it to be ke a call owl 1o She communigy - like a siress - and
on anotber level bese imo the connotations of emergency. 1 bove the kdeaofa
pealhy hrad call Enviting vou 1o sfep hack into e space afler iUs beom
transiormed. ['m also introducing a medittion studio above the gallery. whick is
& very important part of 1his new disection, Tve been moedi alisg sinee [ was 28
years o and bave been really into sound baths, Ancient native culures use
soinidl as part of thetr pescties bevause @ carries images ased healing eneegy = the
sarunil possesses messages, What | lne about sound haths i Bat they're an casy
emiry to meditatsom if vou've never done it before. [ realised last vear thak a bof of
1B artists ' enteeestod in all have & sound Taecanation. In Gt soey bew ol the
wrtists that [ work with dea't incorporabe scund, so an exhitation of this mature
musdde sense. T eveibed 1o give sound of all gennes < from Pop be super
intellectual - snme attention on § Car Garage’s programming. Many of the artists
mre also imto meditation 1hemee lves - Jesse Fleming is o meditaison teacher - s
Ies plasining on protissg o o s nd hatks wath an enengy hiraler for the
duraion of the show in the studic. | e this parallel beteesn the conceptual smd
spiritual.

Irevtly oppesite will be an moetallation by Jreaifer Sullnan, e boen
preducing cathastic cover traci of ber Brvounte popular songs that inclade
everyone from Drake to Flton John and Kate Bush, The installation will frature a
bepere Tha vou'll be abde fo mader and listen b these karsoke cosems on
hesdphones. They're so addictive? IF's Bk sabing candy Moss - you knos it's had
fiozr youn ook you jued can't sbep wantsg more. Central to the space will gt

Al Mellar’s Sonx Sucoulents’, The work i pan of as ohgong seres whiere
shi animates planis by sttaching probses, We may absg gomnesod Baer probes o the
trees i the ganden so o can heee them from the inside.

Thes we have Alison O Daniel wha recently exhibited a2 the Centre A5t
Coptrengerain Passeeelle in Bpest, Franoe, Alison wisterested in making sound
tangibile | hroagh Eschile snd vieuald means. She W have a serees of tedtile soores
masde of Morse oode franslabions of clesed captions sad sudio oees from her on-
poing proget, “The Tuba Thieves”. The film @ a responses 1o 8 dscovery where
babas were being stoben from sechestras in moss schoos acpvss LA Dofs and
daahies of Morse will livber the soores and will ceatainky referemoe Jshin Cage. As
will Daviad Hemedron who drwws from Cae's Variaton ' scores. Duvid will presemnt
Varision 1 thst cotestats of charred wood panels than loosely sppreath thee slea of
miisheall sedes s the very metheshodogy us (asrluer with Cige. Sephanis
Tovhow, whedesigesd the euhibitia’s poster, hus cteated & piee, Shommy’ that
B & winen B L S often inoodporalod the wond “mommy” i her week

b ik such a bone of conbention lor bee, s the sanen willl b gorsg




“mussiTy, mosmy, moming T os keop, Her narrative i pliyfol and eves
rréeia hibevoas paing & rhyme-hased practioe to devebop an dlactic method of

Jemser Fleming arsel Pasosal Suits are bath vidies artsbs wha have reoenthy been
very interesiod m sound. Pascual will present & karsoke vedeo e Thin shoat
th songg, Dhadsy Bell, which woas wuedl in the earkest demonsration of rompulee
spwih sy mtbeiis. The sare song i susg by the BLLL poaieD posipuoter in e posoedl
and film “20a; A Space Ochasey” - it's smply beautiful. Prelode to & Cywele’ by
e Fletnig e voiaial ar asd ssadilatsen inlo a ln'bidieed form of
pemmnication and will be projected i 1he meditaton studio,

Thee mwat meascned of Ehe group s D Sobader, wha beacbes at A Cenfer
College of Deitgn ared e eocenlly in Critical Studss ot VR0 Dandd is his owes
priredl mucline! He's so knowhedgeatde - e kmows the faret tams that were
devrloped by artints as soesd art. 'm goisg B Ery 1o get him B do s lecture on
ke hibst oy el soainel] Pl mpetaiis - anyors inlepested in e mediim peods te
atbrmad, His contritastion, “Teo of a Kind is based on 2 cassetie Eape recoeding of
e atlaor Do Eqo @t & Suanfosd Universaty lectire on Falors et Originals
im ey, This will form a soulpture alosgude an socompanying poster hased om
an sd foer Jim Brass beruarben from the vgden's Bl Sealunes The sctor Sras
Coanery endorsing the prodect. The sd presenis bath Sean Commeny and Jim
Bram as ban ome-of-a-kind originals ssd Durvid plays on the possibiliy of
Coanery plasing Foo of sciing as & #1and in for (e auibes gren ther
resrmblance. Firally, Keery Khrizsachrodt s vides Wvater Cut’ is a dark and
dArinirding narratnoe between (e atisl ared beer (arkes goang oul fohing The
exhibation is rich acroas Bogh gallony and studin spaces; froms the plants, b ghe
wpiifedl btk \he cathartic karsske asal the soind st kootuis, STREN will b
dhyreami on both combertual aned smaory levels,

WELARIN: What cam we expect from SERENT

CRAY: I & diverse exlabatosn i e St groap shavw Thinl |'ve safaled it 5 Car
Garage apound a specific B, after *Abniract Porverion’ in 2013, organised by
Man Slsadansiy, Srrmadipit ously its pender halisoed woeh 5 male snd 5 femake
artisns, whch makes pe bagge . Largely useepersennnd, g of the 10 aitois are
based i LA with Jennidar Sullivas bving s e, New Yok City, Brshi
Acwata's Tink Constellubion from his smries “Prolagenal Monochnoms' will
romiperiee of 3 seberark of fambeanaetike tarass thad draw spon B snweni
il ol Uhee Bl it i Wb Epubintoti.
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VELARDI: What's next for the gallery® Do vou have plans fo
participale in arl airs?

GRAY; Fallowing SIREN, 5 Car Carage will put on sevieral exhibitians mmcludisg
o =ola show by Ban Zeperstein lafer iBas vear as well as iaking on new artssts such
as Stephanie Tmdor. ['ve wadled bo dio fairs becanse | knew this renovalion was
cosrng, and | kniw | aoeded a space like (8 o d i, T wast (e be sodectng

abi it 80 The ||Hln.'|n-."n.1-rllt i Metw Veak or Freens Foous i Landon would be &

o] seast, The other thing 'e déang s worlang wills vesy bocal artasid s the
Rasla Moasca arca, suct as Stephante Todor snd Max Japisss, The comasanity

b ki A VETY L pOrtant flemenl giang forwand

SIREN will run firoms January i to March 18th 306 a8 5 Car Garage, Los

Angeles - viewing, by appointmend only: infodd emmagrayvhg. com
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