ARTS & SOCIETY

By GLENN MCNATT

8UN ART CRITIC

rom the outside it looks

like either some not-

quite-logical boat or a

hypochondriac’s safari

‘tent, a fantastical con-

traption of chambers
and tubes suspended from the
ceiling and anchored to the floor
by a Rube Goldberg-like system of
sandbag counterweights.

But from inside Brazilian artist
Ernesto Neto’s quirky installation,
“Sister Naves,” the view is totally
different. It's a cave with hanging
stalactites, a padded cell designed
by lunatic keepers, an unlikely
womb with a view.

Navigating from
one end to the other

is like walking on a vessel) in the way
giant  trampoline DOINE may D€  tnat its creator in.
made out of cotton tended.
candy that stretches tempted to Neto's piece is a
and squishes under . room-sized  mini-
your feet, then im- paSS qllletly environment that
mediately springs tO th at first glance
back to its original on € . looks lke two di-
shape. ) aphanous, tent-like
" Welcome to neXt g}l]lel’y. enclosures covered
“BodySpace,” the RBS. tth by translucent
ﬁdventurous, exu- _IS e white mosquito net-
erant new exhibi- 0 ting. They are im-
tion that opens to- temptatIOIl. possibly flimsy-

day at the Balti-
more Museum of’
Art and celebrates
the human capacity to experi-
ence the world through all of our
five senses.

Organized by Helen Moles-
worth, the BMA’s new curator of
contemporary art, “BodySpace” is
a fascinating, slightly wacky ex-
ploration of the social meaning of
public and private space. The nine
contemporary artists represented

ask us to consider the question of -

how spatial relationships :shape
our perceptions of objects, ideas
and each other.

In the last few decades installa-
tion art, a hybrid form which com-
bines aspects of painting, sculp-
ture and architecture in one con-
ceptually unified environment,

has evolved into one of the most

interesting expressions of contem-
porary art. Molesworth has as-
sembled a richly varied, conceptu-
ally challenging group of works
that address basic questions

about the nature of art and art- °

making at the beginning of the
new millennium while providing

surprising delights for the eye and '
mind.

Don’t be shy

The timid need not be intimi-
dated by anything on display here,
though I suspect many viewers
may require gentle coaxing to ex-
perience pieces like “Sister Naves”
(“naves” is the Por-
tuguese word for

looking structures
that from the out-
side seem to be con-
nected to each other only by an
oblong tube of fabric that runs be-

.tween them parallel to one wall of

the gallery.

It's only after careful inspection -

that one notices the narrow gap in
the fabric at one of the tent’s cor-
ners and realizes the structure
can be entered from the outside.

At this point, I suspect, some -

visitors may be tempted, as I was,
to mentally file that bit informa-
tion and pass quietly on to the
next gallery.
By allmeans, resist the tempta-
tion.
Instead, take off your shoes and
step into the experience the artist
has prepared for you. For despite
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Outside, inside: “Sister Naves” by Emesto Neto offers ¢
two different experiences to the viewer. :

its apparent fragility, Neto’s struc-
ture is surprisingly durable. The
resilient polyester fabric of which
it is made does not actually sup-
port the weight of the visitor, it
turns out, but rather merely gives

way under his or her passage be-
fore springing back to its original
shape.

And it is only from inside Neto’s
piece that the title “Sister Naves” re-
vealsits [See BodySpace, Page 7F.
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